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Every noble house had its words. Family mottoes, touchstones, prayers of sorts, they 
boasted of honor and glory, promised loyalty and truth, swore faith and courage. All but 
the Starks. Winter is coming, said the Stark words.

— A Game of Thrones
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They had come together at the ford of the Trident while the battle crashed around them, Robert with his warhammer 
and his great antlered helm, the Targaryen prince armored all in black. On his breastplate was the three-headed 
dragon of his House, wrought all in rubies that flashed like fire in the sunlight. The waters of the Trident ran red 
around the hooves of their destriers as they circled and clashed, again and again, until at last a crushing blow 
from Robert’s hammer stove in the dragon and the chest beneath it.

—A Game of Thrones
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Many called her beautiful. She was not beautiful. She was red, and terrible, and red.

—A Clash of Kings
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And above it all, frowning down from Aegon’s high hill, was the Red Keep; seven huge drum- towers crowned 
with iron ramparts, an immense grim barbican, vaulted halls and covered bridges, barracks and dungeons and 
granaries, massive curtain walls studded with archers’ nests, all fashioned of pale red stone.

— A Game of Thrones
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Once there were two moons in the sky, but one wandered too close to the sun and cracked 
from the heat. A thousand thousand dragons poured forth, and drank the fire of the sun. 
That is why dragons breathe flame. One day the other moon will kiss the sun too, and then 
it will crack and the dragons will return.

— A Game of Thrones
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